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Matters of 
Principal

I am in awe of those amongst us who are extraordinary… those who 
push themselves beyond pain barriers and achieve the seemingly im-
possible. Lately, our TV screen has flicked between Euro finals, the Brit-
ish Open, Wimbledon, the Tour de France, the upcoming Lions test se-
ries and a sport I really enjoy - Grand Prix racing. 

Some would argue that the pinnacle of human prowess is seen at the 
Olympics, that most ancient of competitions begun by the Greeks in 
776 BC. With this extraordinary event around the corner, I came across 
an article on Simone Biles. She is an extraordinary gymnast from the 
USA who is widely expected to smash a long-standing record at these 
Tokyo Summer Olympics by surpassing Larisa Latynina’s record of 32 
combined world championship and Olympic medals. Biles currently 
has 30 combined medals and has been hailed by many as the greatest 
gymnast ever. That is not what impressed me. This was. She said: “I’m 
not the next Usain Bolt or Michael Phelps. I’m the first Simone Biles.” 

It takes strength of character to stand apart, to rise above and to be 
more than ordinary. I think of that sentiment as I reflect on those who 
followed the looting crowds in KZN and Gauteng last week; of those 
who knew what they were doing was wrong but did it anyway; of those 
who fell for hysteria, greed and a warped sense of entitlement, leav-
ing a burning, smouldering, shattered trail of destruction behind them. 
And then I think of those who rose above the mob mentality; those who 
stood firm defending the little that was left; those who rose above racial 
tensions, anger and bitterness to sweep clean the broken streets…

Perhaps they are the truly extraordinary. Perhaps they, the unsung 
heroes (who will never receive the accolades and public praise of the 
Olympians and other gods of our time) are the ones who deserve med-
als of honour, because what they did - those people of all races, colour, 
creed and age – was stare down anarchy - and that is beyond extraor-
dinary. 

And perhaps we need to show a little of that bravery as we face the 
return to school and stare down the COVID monster that has us all a lit-
tle afraid. In a recent heads forum this poem was shared with us. It’s a 
beautiful piece of writing that I felt I should share with you. 

Congratulations to Gunther 
Katzke who has been select-
ed for the SA Squad to take 
part in the World XCO Cham-
pionships, which will be held 
at Val di Sole, Trentino, Italy, 
from the 25th - 29th of Au-
gust!
Gunther has had an extreme-
ly strong season on the bike, 
obtaining a number of po-
dium positions. Well done 
Gunther, this is a fantastic 
achievement and so well de-
served after the amount of 
hours and dedication he has 
put into his training!

GEOGRAPHERS PUT SLC 
ON THE OLYMPIAD MAP

A total of 29 pupils in Grade 11 and 12 took part 
in the South African National Geography Olym-
piad in May. The Olympiad was comprised of 
two parts, the main exam and an optional add-
on part about Antarctica. Alistair Howarth opt-
ed to tackle the Antarctica section and came 
in the Top 5% in the country, receiving a Gold 
award. Jason Freestone was in the Top 10% for 
the main section and received a Silver award. 
Well done lads, this is fantastic! 
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KEEPING THINGS FRESH ONLINE
With our teachers once again thrown into the world of online 
teaching this week, they had to keep things fresh and think up 
some new ideas to keep the pupils motivated and engaged. Miss 
Taylor played a game of “fastest finger first” in her English lessons, 
the pupils having to “raise their hands” virtually when they knew 
the answer to a question. Mr Vollgraaff conducted a “court case” on 
GBV in his Grade 11 Life Orientation class, with roleplay of charac-
ters, Johnny Depp and Amber Heard, with lawyers, judge and jury. 

Look what the CAT dragged in
We are excited for our CAT and IT pupils to come back and see the 
wonderful upgrades that have been going on in the labs! Keep an 
eye out in next week’s edition for a photo of the labs in use!

NEWS IN BRIEF
Sunita Glanvil is once again offering her 6-week Thinking Kids 
course to pupils from all grades in Term 3. The course helps 
pupils with study skills, time management and personal man-
agement. The programme will be worked around Treks and 
other activities so each pupil can complete the full 6-week 
course. The cost of the course is R1000.00. Please contact 
Shirley Jack (sjack@slc.co.za) if you are interested.

We are delighted to announce that those academic, adminis-
trative and support staff that elected to, received their COVID 
vaccinations during the course of the holiday!
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