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Matters of 
Principal

In my mind, one of the greatest chal-
lenges we face at Stanford is that of 
being perceived by those around us 
as “an island of elitism”. There is no 
escaping the fact that the majority of 
our pupils come from privileged back-
grounds and, in the greater scheme of 
things, want for very little. I see it as a 
part of our responsibility as educators 
to make our pupils realise where they 
fit into this bigger picture within the 
framework of our beautiful country. 
In a recent assembly, I spoke to our pu-
pils about being connected to the wid-
er world and having an understanding 
of the hardship and suffering that ex-
ists beyond our manicured grounds. I 
made reference to the devastation of 
Cyclone Idai in Zimbabwe and Mozam-
bique, where the extent of the loss of 
life is difficult for anyone to fathom let 
alone relate to. I mentioned that the 
religiously motivated bombings on 
Easter Sunday in Sri Lanka resulted 
in the deaths of more than 250 men, 
women and children – a number that 
equates to our entire school being lost.  
The message for me in all of this is that 
there is a need to be aware of what it 
is that is happening around the world, 
and to actively engage with our com-
munity in order to make it a better 
place. On Wednesday last week, I had 
the privilege of traveling to Glenshiel 
Primary School with a select group of 
our pupils who give of their time to 
assist with the “Read with Me Foun-
dation” project - a Stanford initiative 
aimed at engendering a love for books 
and reading amongst the children of 
this school. 
Through the efforts of very generous 
parents, a small wooden structure was 
erected at the school that serves as a 

library. Under the guidance of Mrs Mar-
garet Freestone, a motivated group 
of pupils have sourced books for the 
library and equipped it to serve as a 
resource space. It was heart-warming 
to witness the welcome our pupils 
received from the Glenshiel children 
upon arrival and the genuine enthusi-
asm our Stanfordians displayed whilst 
reading to and engaging with these 
youngsters. 
I was struck by how easy it is for us to 
make a big difference in the lives of 
others by the smallest of gestures. On 
our doorstep, we have a school that 
could benefit enormously from our 
input, but equally important to me 
is how our pupils could benefit from 
dedicating their time and efforts to 
improving the lives of the pupils at this 
vital yet under-resourced rural school. 
I   would   like   us   as   a   Stanford   
community to partner more closely 
with Glenshiel and their community, 
ensuring that the children have a 
well-resourced, happy and safe space 
to learn and grow. This will serve as a 
wonderful  opportunity  for  growth  
towards better understanding Ubuntu. 

In the words of Theodore Roosevelt: 
“This country will not be a good place 
for any of us to live in unless we make 
it a good place for all of us to live in.” 

Have a wonderful weekend.

Alan Redfern 
head@slc.co.za  
 

STUDENTS TAKE INITIATIVE
Last year, on the 28th November, a dream of the ‘Read with 
Me Foundation’ (RwM) came true. With the help of the In-
teractors, 86 sky blue Dri-macs were distributed to the 
pupils of Glenshiel Primary School. This meant that these 
young children were kept dry when it rained and warm in 
the winter months. The money to buy these jackets was 
raised by the Read with Me Foundation Committee selling 
ice creams at break time to the students at Stanford. The 
money raised was then combined with existing Read with 
Me funds.

This year, Megan Joynt from RwM came up with the fantas-
tic idea of setting up a crowdfunding page in order to raise 
funds to buy more jackets. Some of the Glenshiel learners 
have already outgrown their jackets from last year and a 
number of new learners have also started at the school. 
Megan and the rest of the RwM members have set a target 
of R12,000.00.

Megan joined RwM in Grade 9 in order to complete her 
service hours for her President’s Award (Silver) and says 
she enjoys going to Glenshiel to read to and interact with 
the young learners there. Megan and the rest of the RwM 
Foundation continue to sell ice creams during break times 
in order to raise funds.

Check out Megan’s crowdfunding video and feel free to 
make donations to the cause:

https://www.thundafund.com/project/readwithmejack-
ets

“I have found that among its other benefits, giving liberates the soul of 
the giver.”
  - Maya Angelou



ISSUE 18 of 2019 - 07 June

SPORTS AND CULTURE 
STARS HONOURED

Congratulations to the following pupils who were 
awarded for their sporting prowess and commitment 

to sports and culture during a prize-giving assembly 
on Friday, 31st May.
Half Colours for tennis were awarded to Thabe Tsh-
esane, Andreas Hacker, Frank Dyason and Jaiden 

Taggart. Half Colours for swimming was awarded 
to Luca Wasley. Thomas Mayes. received Full Colours 

for golf whilst Akila Ramdharie received Half Colours 
for culture. In athletics, a number of students were honoured, including 
Devon Coad who was given a Junior Achiever award.
 Half Colours for athletics were awarded to the following pupils: Musa 
Mathebula, Thomas Mayes, Jackson Ndhlovu, Jarred Schoeman, Mada 
Buliani, Casper Venter, Junior Netshituni, Lara Dando, Robin Lacey and 
Emma Melville.
(Absent: Anneri Thom, Melike Naude, Rachel Lucas and Shaakira Has-
sim).
David Pullinger was re-awarded Full Colours for athletics whilst Lia Rev-
elas was re-awarded Honours for athletics. 
Rofhiwa Nevhutalu received his Honours for athletics.

Rhain and Jordan Skordi competed in the Northern Re-
gion Karate/SADEC Championships in Johannesburg 
last weekend. It was a tough for them both as they were 
up against some strong competition. Rhain won silver 
in Kata and bronze in Kumite which is a good result as 
the other karateka’s in his age group are much more ex-
perienced.  Unfortunately Jordan was not placed, but 
this means he will be working harder for the next com-

petition. 

RHAINING IN THE AWARDS

Grade 8 Adventure 

Week and 

Bridging Year 

Enrichment Week


