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Matters of 
Principal

Last week, we celebrated everything that was good about our 
school. The Matric class of 2021 led by example on Thursday (their 
“40 days”) with a celebratory yet dignified marking of their last day 
of school. Polystyrene cups filled with water lined the corridors, 
danger tape and cling wrap blocked the stairwells; Mr Friedrichs 
found his office set up in the amphitheatre and a giant water slide 
featured in the main quad. The excitement was tangible as these 
young adults realised the magnitude of the day: NEVER again would 
they have to sit in a classroom and listen to the endless droning of a 
teacher trying to explain some abstract concept to them! A twelve-
year journey had finally come to an end. After the excitement of 
turning the school upside down and ruling the academic buildings 
one last time came to an end, the Matric class headed down to the 
lake for an early braai.  

On Friday, the Grade 1 class from Unicorn came up to Stanford to 
sing, entertain and pray for the matrics. In a touching ceremony, 
each little Grade 1 gave a Matric a little present and wished them 
well for the final examinations. This was followed by one of Stan-
ford’s most amazing traditions as the school saluted the Matric 
class with the Grade 11 pupils presenting each one with a red rose 
at the Roses Ceremony. From there, the Matrics made their way 
down to the newly upgraded indoor centre past Mrs Willson’s office, 
with each one ringing the bell to symbolize their departure from 
their school.

The Valediction service was a fitting tribute to a group of young 
adults who have endured so much and yet have triumphed: a cel-
ebration of excellence, of resilience, of tenacity and respect. The 
Valediction dinner (hosted in the same venue on Friday evening) 
with the company of the Matric parents was a display of the cul-
mination of what happens in this school over 5 years.  A group of 
young people from diverse backgrounds, brought together by this 
school and molded by an amazing array of activities, outings and 
experiences, leave us as young adults ready to take on the world 
and make a difference. The care, love and compassion they show 
for one another was plain for all to feel. Their friendships, forged 
through shared experiences, will last a lifetime; and while the 
memories may fade, they will never disappear and will be rekin-
dled when they return for reunions. 

The class of 2021 can look back with an immense sense pride on 
all they have achieved. They can be confident that they have left 
this amazing little school in a better place than they found it. I wish 
them all the best for their final examinations. They go with our love 
and blessings. 

God Bless 

““All the mountains and valleys in the world cannot separate friends 
whose hearts are as one”.” 
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We are delighted to have received 
a Diamond Arrow Award at the 
recent pmr .africa awards, be-
ing recognised as the top private 
school in Limpopo.

 

  
 

Diamond Arrow 
 2021 

 
 

Limpopo Provincial Survey 
 

Leaders and Achievers 
 

Companies and institutions doing most in their sectors over 
the past 12 months to stimulate the economic growth and 

development of the Limpopo Province 
 

Stanford Lake College 
 

Private Schools 
 

Outstanding – 1st overall 
 
 
 

Rated by a random, provincial sample of 150 respondents comprising of CEO’s, 
MD’s, business owners, company directors and managers and senior 

government officials based in the Limpopo Province 
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recently took part in the final 
round of the national Podium-
pret public speaking competi-
tion. He came third in the coun-
try among the Grade winners 
and first for the Orators. Well 
done, Campbell!STU
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The staff recently 
took on the 1st 
team soccer boys 
in a friendly game. 
Despite the best 
efforts of the old 
legs, the young-
sters showed them 
up and beat the 
staff 5 - 3. Perhaps 

the staff can redeem themselves in the upcoming cricket, 
netball and hockey fixtures? Watch this space.
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Gradewell “Grady” Sebela 
has worked at Stanford Lake 
College since the beginning 
of 2021 as the Site Supervi-
sor for TurfTech who are con-
tracted to do our gardens and 
grounds. Grady was recently 
recognised as the TurfTech 
Employee of the Month – a 
well-deserved and fitting ac-
colade of testament to his 
dedication to his role at SLC. 
Well done, Grady!
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Danica Altenroxel..........................................................................................Scholefield Shield  DUX Scholar 2020
Gunther Katzke ........................................................................................ Colin Brent Trophy for Mountain Biking
Abe Athanassiades and Mada Buliani.................................................................. Vanner Trophy - Awarded to a 
Matric Pupil who, on the sports field, has shown the qualities of commitment, determination and sportsmanship
FENWICK .................................... Stranack Inter-House Trophy: Overall Winner of All Inter-House Competitions
Ethan Jones ..............................................................................Ken Shuter Trophy: English Home Language Prize
Tsakani Mkansi  .................................................................CJ Cassim Trophy: Advanced Programme English Prize
Nikita Stoltz ...................................................................Fenske Trophy: Afrikaans First Additional Language Prize
Nikita Stoltz ......................................................................Kromberg Trophy: Proficiency in English and Afrikaans
Danish Saleem .......................................................................................D’Arcy Herrman Trophy: Accounting Prize
Callan Schultz ...................................................................................“La Trofia Madera del Arte”: Visual Arts Prize
Aine Egan .....................................................................................................Thompson Trophy: Outstanding Artist
Nikita Stoltz and Hloni Mangena .........................................................................Morris Trophy: Life Science Prize
Reuben Middleton .....................................................CAT08KAT Trophy: Computer Application Technology Prize
Danish Saleem ......................................................................................................Information Technology Trophy
Hloni Mangena ..........................................................................................................................Life Orientation Prize
Ethan Jones ..................................................................................Kenney Brokers Trophy: Business Studies Prize
Jason Freestone ........................................................................................................Jack Trophy: Geography Prize
Ethan Jones and Hloni Mangena .................................................................................Waller Trophy: History Prize
Luke Wood ......................................................................................................................Mathematical Literacy Prize
Danish Saleem .................................................................................................Calculus Trophy: Mathematics Prize
Danish Saleem and Ethan Jones .................................Cassim Trophy: Advanced Programme Mathematics Prize
Danish Saleem ............................................................................................Einstein Trophy: Physical Science Prize
Amu Ngobeni ...........................................Marco Visser Trophy: Exceptional Academic Improvement in Grade 12
Nikita Stoltz ........................................Da Silva Trophy: Consistent Academic Excellence throughout High School
Danish Saleem ...........................................Coach House Trophy: Best Results in 2019 Preliminary Examinations
Zoë Burman ........................................................................Baleta Trophy (Voted for by the whole school) - 
Awarded to a pupil, from any grade, who is future-smart, who knows where they are going and how to get there
Ethan Jones ................................................................................................Geldenhuys Trophy - Awarded to a 
MATRIC PUPIL who has achieved excellence in all spheres of school life – academic, sport & cultural activities
Mada Buliani ..............................................................Jarrod Zamparini Trophy -  Awarded to a MATRIC PUPIL 
who has most used the opportunities offered to them and in so doing has exemplified the values of the College
Hloni Mangena ................Georgina Smit Trophy (Voted for by the Matrics) - Awarded to a MATRIC PUPIL, who 
by being pro-active & having the courage to stand up for what is right, made a positive contribution to the school
Heinrich Maritz .................................................................Amm Trophy (Voted for by the whole school) - Awarded 
to a MATRIC PUPIL who has best shown the qualities of care, compassion, honesty, integrity & understanding

The Class of 2021 students enjoyed their official last day of school on Friday, 15th October. 
The day was a rollercoaster of emotions as they enjoyed the last day traditions, including 
receiving gifts and words of encouragement from the Unicorn Grade 1 pupils as well as being 
presented with roses from the Grade 11 class. The matric class gathered at the bottom astro 
for the Valediction and Prize Giving Ceremony, where they heard stories of old from guest 
speaker and previous Headmaster, Brian Dawson, as well as great speeches from Mr Redfern 
and the Head Boy and Head Girl. Many students received trophies for their contributions to 
the school (full list below) and the formalities were followed by the ceremonious throwing of 
coloured paint and, of course, jumping in the lake! 
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STANFORD PUPILS LEAD 
VIRTUAL WORLDWIDE 

CONFERENCE
During the last week of school in Term 4, Stanford was involved 
in the first online Round Square International Conference as both 
delegates and hosts. We would like to thank the following students 
who participated as Baraza Leader hosts; Lana Otto, Langa Sithole, 
Kian Noné, Rajveer Gohil and Anointed Tshivhengwa.  They were 
part of 100 Baraza leaders worldwide who hosted the conference 
for 1400 delegates from 36 different countries on a purpose-built 
online platform over four days in September. These students went 
through extensive Baraza Leader training to be able to lead their 
groups through brave conversations on the topics of: Identity and 
Inclusion, Climate Action and Ethical Leadership. 

The following students and staff attended the conference as 
delegates: Zoë Koster, Layla de Bruyn, Connor Christie, Marc Day, 
Ruben le Roux, Miss Bredenhann and Mr Ceronio.

Here is some feedback from the students:

Participating in this year’s Virtual Round 
Square Conference was truly amazing. To 
see everyone connecting like this despite 
the distance between us was heart-warm-
ing. The actual platform that was used 
though, was remarkable, from the yoga 
pagoda to the Sudoku I could never win, it 
was exciting. Learning words in different 
languages though, from German to Hindi 
and teaching them Afrikaans was one of 
my favourite experiences in the whole 
conference, laughing at each other trying 
to pronounce the words creates closeness 
that was amazing to see. This conference 
was truly a joy.

Lana Otto
Grade 10

My experience of the Round Square Con-
ference of 2021 was incredible. Every day 
we had conversation topics about things 
that are sometimes difficult to talk about 
or not spoken about enough. We spoke 
about things such as Brave conversations, 
Climate change, culture and ethical lead-
ership. I learnt about different cultures 
and the way other countries do things 
for example my Baraza Leader from Peru 
taught me that in Peru they eat guinea 
pigs like we eat chicken. It was very in-
teresting to interact and getting to know 
people that have different accents from 
all across the world.

Layla de Bruyn
Grade 10

Round Square International Conference 
2021 (RSIC2021) was my first Round 
Square conference, as well as the first 
international virtual conference to ever 
be held by Round Square. The confer-
ence was immensely thrilling, with the 
outstanding virtual platform, which was 
specifically built for the conference. It was 
mind-blowing to meet so many new fac-
es from different countries all across the 
world! As a Baraza leader, I was a major 
part of the conference with much respon-
sibility (I’m sure my fellow Baraza leaders 
agree). As much as it was exhilarating to 
be “hosts” on the impressive platform 
and to speak about both very important 
and controversial topics and issues in 
our world today, it could get a little over-
whelming and stressful at times. How-
ever, through perseverance and grit, and 
all the Baraza training, it was definitely 
an incredible opportunity and overall an 
amazing experience.

Kian Noné
Grade 10
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On Thursday, 21 October 2021, six of Stanford Lake College’s 
teams competed in the Tritech National Round. A murder was 
committed, and the teams needed to follow up all clues in the 
murder scene using their scientific problem-solving techniques. 
This includes a description of notes, DNA extraction, ink chroma-
tography, fingerprint studies, footprint analysis, identification of 
the mystery substance, a textile test, and a spatter analysis.

The teams had great fun while they completed their forensic in-
vestigation. And Blondi was identified as the murderer at the end.

Congratulations to our teams, “Beauty with Brains” and “The Con-
querors”, who obtained above 90% for their tasks and received 
platinum medals. “The Science Genuises” and “Otis” managed to 
get gold medals, and “Oestrogen overload” and “Technitium” re-
ceived silver.

MEDALS GALORE AT 
TRITECH NATIONALS

Stanford Lake College 1st XI played against Ben Vorster 1st XI over 
the past weekend. Ben Vorster won the toss on a warm day and 
decided to bowl first. Stanford absorbed some early pressure from 
the Ben Vorster bowlers and Peter Pratt, after working hard to 
see the new ball off, started to play freely and scored 34 runs. He 
was well supported by Connor Veldsman for a period of time who 
scored 24 runs. 

Unfortunately, the SLC team lost Connor and Peter in quick succes-
sion and the wickets then kept falling. We were bowled out after a 
gutsy 10th wicket stand with a total of 132 runs. 

Stanford bowled well up front and put the pressure onto Ben Vor-
ster from the word go. We managed a direct hit run out in the first 
over and took wickets regularly throughout the day. Matthew Al-
lison was the pick of our bowlers bowling slow left arm spin, taking 
four wickets in his ten overs. He was well supported by the Captain 
Abe Athanassiades with three wickets. Abe bowled with good ag-
gression throughout the day. Unfortunately, despite bowling well 
during the match, we were unable to defend 132 runs and lost by 
two wickets.

ALLISON TAKES WICKETS

We hosted an extremely successful reunion for the alumni of Class-
es 2001, 2010 and 2011 last weekend. The ex-Stanfordians enjoyed 
a tour of the school, a picnic by the lake and live music on a scorch-
ing hot day. The perfect setting to catch up with old friends, share 
stories and reminisce of days gone by. We are excited to host more 
of such functions in the future.


