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Matters of 
Principal

Dinah Mehlape (later Maepa) 
sadly passed away on Sunday 
5th July. Dinah was a member 
of the support staff at Stanford 
Lake College, joining Moomela 
Kataila General Cleaning Ser-
vices in 2013. Dinah was dedi-
cated to her job, mainly work-
ing in the laundry room and 
leaves behind five children and 
her husband. May her soul rest 
in peace.

MEET OUR PUPIL LEADERSHIP TEAM

One of my greatest accomplishments here at Stanford Lake 
College was the Thursday of September 19th, 2019. That 
was the day I had the honour of being selected as a mem-
ber of the Pupil Leadership Committee and the head of my 
lovely boarding house, Serala. 

It’s been seven incredible months and even though there 
was a three-month break from boarding, I couldn’t be more 
grateful for what we have achieved as a hostel so far (1st 
place at the inter-hostel singing competition). I believe in 
the value of a bonded sisterhood, as Serala is like a second 
home to most of us. I always tell my girls to respect each 
other and most importantly themselves.

#WEAREBETTERTOGETHER

I wish to leave my girls with the understanding of how im-
portant sisterhood is, as well as how important it is to stand 
up for one another. It is a beautiful sight seeing young wom-
en empower one another in the acts of building and groom-
ing each other into their best characters (instead of bringing 
each other down). 

Through winter-time we call

on spring

And through the spring on 

summer call, 

And when abounding hedges

ring 

Declare that winter’s best of all.

WB Yeats

One of the joys of the lockdown is that I have had my 18-year-old daughter with 
me for the past few months. We have had some wonderful times, including a 
4-day road trip to take my son back to boarding school.  In conversation with her, 
I am constantly reminded how worldly our teenagers can be (yet at other times I 
am amazed at how ‘unworldly’ they can be). One of our conversations has been 
around how I need to sharpen up on social media, so on Wednesday evening, 
she convinced me that it was time to get busy on Instagram.  I opened an account 
about 18 months ago (I think to follow the Stanford page) but have not used it 
since. To my amazement I have 58 followers. They must be a pretty disappointed 
crowd as my recent post total read 0!  I duly posted a picture I had taken walking 
to work on Wednesday morning with the caption: “Morning walk to school”. To 
my delight, an old friend from Johannesburg from whom I have not heard in six 
months, responded: “Buy a car”, to which I replied:  “It’s a 300m walk!.”  His reply: 
“Then leave later … when the sun is up.”  

But the early morning is my favourite part of the day, my walk to work each morn-
ing a highlight and the first hour in my office the most 
productive. His comments got me thinking though. We 
live in an environment away from the hustle and bustle 
of city living; where the early morning sun does not 
have to fight its way through the smog and pollution 
each day as it slowly reaches into the sky. I don’t have 
to sit in traffic for hours as I make my way to and from 
work and we do not live our lives at a thousand miles 
an hour! I do have time to stop and take a picture of the 
sunrise, to breathe in the fresh air and listen to the calls 
of the birds as they herald the new day. 

What price do we pay for this, I ask? Are our children at 
a disadvantage? Will they cope in the rat race when they 

leave us?  For the majority of my teaching life I have lived and worked in schools 
in rural areas or smaller towns.  I spent two years in Johannesburg and could not 
wait to leave. It’s not a case of getting more done in a day when you live in a big 
city or working at an allegedly higher academic level, but rather the freneticism 
with which things are done. We are blessed to live and learn in these surround-
ings and our pupils are privileged to come to this place and to be given the space 
to grow.  

Whilst I may only have 58 Instagram followers (as opposed to the 1000’s I appar-
ently should have) I am pretty sure that all 58 are envious of my view as I walk to 
work each morning. 

Have a blessed weekend. 
Alan Redfern
head@slc.co.za

Instagram photo.

I leave you with a quote by 
Kavito Ramadas:

 “We need women who are 
strong so they can be gentle, 

so educated they can be 
humble, so fierce they can be 
compassionate, so passion-

ate they can be rational, and 
so disciplined they can be 

free.”

Mahlatse Manaka, Head of Serala House
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TALKING ADVENTURE WITH DOON SCHOOL
The Doon School in India hosted a Round Square Postcard Zoom call on Wednesday, 24th June. The 
topic was adventure and after applying to be part of the conversation, three lucky Stanfordians and Mr 
Haarhoff were given the opportunity to “attend”. They joined over 50 students from 18 schools across 
the world. 

A Doon School alumnus was the guest speaker, intrepid mountaineer Ankur Bahl. Ankur has com-
pleted the adventure Grand Slam – the seven summits and both the North and South Poles! He spoke 
about his Mount Everest experience during the call, which he completed in 2016. After his talk, the 
zoom call participants broke into smaller rooms (still hosted by the students) and the participants 
were asked questions about their adventures. 

Jarryd Gosling (Grade 11) wrote the following about the conference call:

The Round Square Adventure Postcard was an experience like none other. Fifty students, 18 schools - 
all like-minded people who shared how they use adventure in their daily lives. The “conference” was 
on Zoom and everyone got a chance to share their adventure experiences and how even the simplest 
things such as choosing which t-shirt to wear that day requires you to be adventurous in some way or 
another. 

The experience was very eye-opening because it taught me that adventure isn’t just going into the 
mountains and exploring, but also trying new things like taking part in this postcard.

Jarryd Gosling and Gunther Katzke 
on the call.

SURFING THE ZAMBEZI
During the two week holiday, Ethan and 
Jade Hitchins from Zambia enjoyed surf-
ing the white waters of the mighty Zambezi 

river. 

Looks like great fun!

Congratulations to the previous Marketing Man-
ager of Stanford, Mrs Rona McGaffin, who recently 
completed her MBA. 

In September 2017, Rona started her MBA in Lead-
ership and Sustainability while still working at SLC. 
She took part in the course online through the Uni-
versity of Cumbria in the UK. In March 2018, she 
attended lectures in the UK and completed all her 
modules in the coming months. 

Her dissertation topic was “A comparison between 
Corporate Social Responsibility and BEE and the 
effect it has on SMME’s in the Greater Tzaneen 
Area”.  Rona is passionate about social responsibil-
ity and would like to pursue this further.  

She thanks her family and friends for their fantas-
tic support and said it would not have been pos-
sible without them.

Congratulations,

rona!

Haenertsburg Rotary presents the first ever Iron Crown VIRTUAL Trail Run 
this weekend. Run any time, any where you like between Friday 7am and 

Sunday 5pm. To enter go to  
https://entries.timeme.co.za/events/72842-iron-crown-trail-run/en-

ter 
Enjoy!

https://entries.timeme.co.za/events/72842-iron-crown-trail-run/enter
https://entries.timeme.co.za/events/72842-iron-crown-trail-run/enter

