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Matters of 
Principal

A total of 12 Stanfordians took part in the 
Tour de Lake XCO last weekend, the second 
race this year of the Limpopo Schools Moun-
tain Bike League! Our riders produced some 
fantastic results. In the Sub-Junior cat-
egories, Gordon Noel took a first place and 
Nicholas Boyum took fifth, whilst Isabella 
Dando came second among the girls. Four 
boys competed in the Youth Boys category 
with the following positions: Kian Noné (7th), 
Tristan Brett (10th), Finn Straughan (13th) and 
Lungile Sithole-Wiltshire (14th). Among the 
Youth Boys, Herman finished in the top spot 
with Stefan Hacker in fifth, Benno Kotzé in 
sixth and Michael Scriven in tenth. Heidi 
Katzke raced among the Youth Girls and 
managed a podium spot of second place. 
Well done to all the riders, who raced with 
great determination in the blazing heat. 

TOUR DE LAKE NEWS

I have recently finished watching a National Geographic series on 
the horrors of World War 2 called “Apocalypse.” It is a fantastic six-
episode series that covers all aspects of the war from Hitler’s rise in 
Germany on a wave of Nazi Nationalism to the German invasion of 
Europe and Russia along with Rommel’s excursion into North Africa 
and finally the Japanese aggression in the Pacific and their attack 
on Pearl Harbor. The slow advances of the Allies in the early 1940’s, 
as they slowly took a hold on the war, the catastrophic devastation 
of the mass bombing perpetrated by both the Allied and Axis forces 
and the sheer scale of loss of life all serve as a devastating reminder 
of the cruelty of war. The extent of the campaign against the Jews 
is mind-blowing. Images from the Holocaust of gas chambers and 
concentration camps leaves one wondering how any human being 
could have allowed this to happen. Some 75 million people per-
ished in the war, many of whom died because of deliberate geno-
cide,  mass-bombings, disease, and starvation. 

We must never lose sight of what has gone before. And yet we do. 
The First World War was supposed to be the war to end all wars 
and yet twenty-one years later, the world was once again at war. 
All lessons in the devastation and brutality of such conflicts had 
to be learnt all over again. And did we learn the lesson then? The 
atrocities in Afghanistan following the withdrawal of US and Brit-
ish troops after a 20-year occupation suggest not. The Taliban have 
taken over and are rapidly dismantling twenty years of progress 
made in establishing a democracy that recognised basic Human 
Rights and in particular, Women’s Rights in that country. 

After the Taliban’s victory last week, senior commander Waheedul-
lah Hashimi laid out the broad strokes of how Afghanistan will be 
governed. He said a council of Islamic scholars will determine 
the legal system and that an Islamic government will be guided 
by Islamic law, not the principles of democracy: “There will be no 
democratic system at all because it does not have any base in our 
country,” he said. “We will not discuss what type of political system 
should we apply in Afghanistan because it is clear. It is Sharia law 
and that is it.” (Aljazeera News 23 August).

One of the Round Square pillars is that of Democracy. The actions 
of the dictators like Hitler, Mussolini and groups like the Taliban 
need to continually serve as a reminder to us all of the value of 
our democracy, the importance of human rights and the value of 
having a water-tight constitution.   We need to fiercely protect our 
hard won democracy. 

It is also important for us to recognise that we, as a country, still 
have a long way to go. In August, we celebrated Women’s Month. 
One of the focal points of such a month is the battle against Gen-
der Based Violence, currently a scourge in South Africa. As a soci-
ety, we have to continue to strive to be better, to educate our men 
to treat all woman with dignity, to respect and honour and value 
our women at all times. 

We must take the lessons of our past to better prepare for our fu-
ture leaders. In the words of Robert Penn Warren:  

“History cannot give us a program for the future, but it can give us 
a fuller understanding of ourselves, and our common humanity, so 
that we can better face the future”

God Bless,   
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Fifteen CAT students participated in the  2021 National 
Computer Talent Search Olympiad recently. The con-
test requires the use of Computational Thinking – those 
skills that are also required for Mathematics, Science, IT 
and Computer Applications. The Talent Search identifies 
learners with the skills, but at the same time gives all 
an opportunity to develop these skills. Overall Stanford 
Lake College was part of the top  2%  of all participants 
countrywide. Eight students were awarded with certifi-
cates for their outstanding performance. 

SEARCHING FOR TALENT

Stefan Otto
Elite Division

Michael Scriven
Senior Division

GOLD SILVER

BRONZE

Gunther Katzke
Elite Division

Luke Wood
Elite Division

Jonathan Palmer
Elite Division

Chelsea Hudson
Senior Division

Lungile Sithole-
Wiltshire

Senior Division

Munashe Machaka
Senior Division

The ‘Stanfordian Gala’ was held on Thursday this week and it was fantastic to 
see so many of our swimmers competing again. While no house points were 
allocated, there were still some very close races, the highlight probably being 
the two Drewett sisters being beaten by little brother, Max, in the 50m Butterfly 
event. It was impressive to see so many U/15 and U/16 girls taking part in a very 
competitive age group. However, the standout performance of the day was that 
of Jenny Zhang, who broke six U/15 school records. Well done, Jenny, and to all 
the swimmers who took part.

ZHANG BREAKS RECORDS WITH A BANG

CRICKET VS 
MERENSKY

Watching our girls cricket team 
take on Merensky on Tuesday 
was a joy to see. Even though 
the result didn’t go in our favour 
(a spectacular loss of 10 wickets) 
the girls just had so much fun. The 
sports(wo)manship shown by Me-
rensky was also lovely - they gave 
pointers, tips and words of en-
couragement to each of our girls 
who stepped up to the crease. 
Seeing both teams smiling and 
laughing was the real result!
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STAFF 
PROFILES Miss Danniela Lourenço

What subjects do you teach?1

What year did you start working at the school?
2020.2

Does pineapple belong on pizza?
Definitely! 7

Dogs OR Cats?12

What type of music are you in to?3

iOS     OR     Android?9

Tell us something we don’t know about you…
Weekends are for online gaming with my niece. 4

Beach OR Mountains?11

Punk, Alternative Rock. 

What’s your favourite thing to do in downtime?5

Tea OR Coffee?8

Name one thing on your bucket list...
6 Skydiving. 

Melktart  OR Malva Pudding?10 Chocolate cake!

Visual Arts (Grade 10 - 12) 

and 
rivers!

Both! All the 
fur babies are 
very spoilt in my 
house!

Painting, gaming, and exploring nature. 

Either, but my favourite is 
a Soy Milk Cappuccino.

HANDS FACE SPACE

STAY ALERT

CONTROL THE VIRUS

SAVE LIVES

ALUMNUS BREAKS WORLD RECORD
We would like to congratulate Brian Gardner (Head Boy of 2002) and 
his partner, Jock Green, who broke the Magalies Traverse record last 
weekend.

Brian wrote the following report:

“When a big mountain project comes together perfectly… The Magalies 
Traverse Fastest Known Time (FKT) routes takes you from Hartebee�
spoort Dam wall, via 14 compulsory trig-beacons along the ridge, finish�
ing at the Olifantsnek Dam wall, some 78km’s later. My good friend Jock 
Green and I scouted every section of the traverse route in the months 
leading up, it consumed our discussions on training runs, and has been 
the big goal for 2021. The Magaliesberg is simply unforgiving in every 
way, and not to be taken lightly. Sunday 5th September arrived, and 
we could not have asked for a better day out, the weather was over�s over�
cast with a cool breeze. Both Jock and I felt strong, our water strategy 
worked perfectly, and we paced to perfection. Our ultimate goal was 
12hrs 30mins, but we knew a sub�12 could be possible depending on 
how things went on the day. It was only with about 15km’s to go that 
we talked seriously about pushing for a sub�12, depending on if our legs 
held. We left it all out there in the last 2 hours, and came home in 11hrs 
53mins, for a new FKT! The old record, which stood for four years, was 
13hrs 31mins, so we were ecstatic to have knocked a good deal off that. 
Solid preparation was the key to success, our hours of training together 
and scouting really paid off. It’s not everyday things come together the 
way they did on this run!”

Congratulations to Layla de Bruyn (Grade 10), 
who was selected as a non-travelling reserve 
for the Limpopo U/16 Girls Hockey team. Our 
apologies for accidentally omitting her from 
last week’s edition.

LAYLA FOR LIMPOPO


