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Matters of 
Principal

“To achieve greatness, start where you are, use what you have and do 
what you can” 
  - Arthur Ashe

On Monday at assembly I spoke about 
the cyclical nature of life within the 
walls of a school; how each term brings 
its own particular set of challenges and 
adventures. Schools go through times 
of chaotic activity before shifting gear to 
a less busy period. We experience such 
changes in tempo with the changes in 
seasons which often correlates with vary-
ing levels of stress and pressure on our 
pupils. We are entering a period where 
our matrics will be feeling the pressure. 
I’ve heard a few of them mention that 
they are not sure how they will cope! As 
educators, we see this particular phase of 
school life come around all too often and 
while our matrics are experiencing this 
for the first time, I can assure you that as 
educators we have seen this pattern be-
fore. They will cope, as those who have 
come before coped and those who follow 
will cope. Everything that they have ex-
perienced at Stanford over the past few 
years has (directly or indirectly) been 
aimed at preparing them for the next four 
months. Academically, they have been 
put through their paces. They have writ-
ten cycle tests and examinations; they 
have met the pressures of deadlines… all 
of this has added to their toolkit of cop-
ing skills. They have been stretched both 
mentally and physically on the sports 
fields, on treks, in and around the board-

ing houses and every little lesson has 
added a strengthening stitch to what is 
the growing tapestry of their lives. The 
trial examinations which they now face is 
nearing the final phase of this process of 
education. They will make mistakes and 
may not necessarily be entirely satisfied 
with their results but it will be another 
very important learning curve. They will 
have the time and the teaching to cor-
rect these errors and hopefully not re-
peat them when the finals come around.  
I encouraged all of our pupils to remain 
committed in all that they do. One of the 
most important lessons learnt will be 
the discovery of a greater inner strength 
than they knew they had and I encourage 
them to remain firm in their beliefs and 
committed to our Lord, through whom 
all things are possible.  There is no need 
to suddenly change how they approach 
life at school. The routines of playing 
sport, exercising and interacting in all 
aspects of school life will give stability 
and comfort.  Of course their focus must 
narrow but, as with everything, we have 
tried to teach our pupils during their time 
here, that balance is essential.  

Alan Redfern
head@slc.co.za

The Magoeba Trek three-day Mountain Bike Stage Race took 
place over the past weekend. A number of Stanford Lake 
College pupils, staff, parents and alumni participated. Four 
Stanfordians raced in “The Trail” event, where they covered 
40km each day. Gunther Katzke and Herman Fourie (both 
Grade 10) came in first overall and were crowned Kings of 
the Mountain three days in a row. Their overall time was an 
incredible 40 minutes quicker than those finishing in second 
position overall – well done, lads!
 
Rachel Thompson (Grade 9) was the youngest competitor 
in the event and rode alongside her father, Shaun. They 
finished second overall in the mixed age category and were 
named King and Queen of the Mountain for the mixed teams 
on Sunday. Reuben Middleton (Grade 10) competed along-
side SLC parent Casper Venter, and they finished fifth over-
all. 

Congratulations also go to Mr Steve Willson, who completed 
“The Race” event, covering approximately 70 km each day, 
coming in 22nd position overall and in third place for his age 
category. A huge well done to the parents and alumni who 
also took part. 

S TA N F O R D I A N S 
CONQUER THE 

MAGOEBA

Congratulations to the four 
Stanfordians who qualified 
to represent Limpopo at the 
Small Province Interprovin-
cial Gala that took place last 
weekend. They were Wernich 
Schmidt, Luca Wasley, Anika 

Schmidt and Krissi Klinkert. 
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The 1st team boys’ and girls’ soccer teams 
played against Ben Vorster on Monday, 26th Au-
gust. The girls played an intense game and man-
aged to pull through with a great win of 3-2. Goal 
scorers were Heidi Katzke, Tiffany Chikwanda 
and Tanatswa Murasiranwa. It was certainly a 
great way for the girls to end the season.
The boys had to dig deep in their game, being 2-0 
down to their opponents early on. There were 
many opportunities for SLC, but the lads at the 
front struggled to finish and convert their chanc-
es. However, Mada Buliani and Musa Mathebula 
did manage to find the back of the net, bringing 
the score to an equal 2-2 at full time. The team 
are certainly aware of their weak areas and are 
ready to improve on them going forward. 

The U/15 Girls’ Soccer team have had an ex-
cellent season, winning their 1st and 2nd pool 
games against PEPPS and Capricorn respective-
ly. During their last pool game, against Mitchell 
House, the SLC girls were leading 2-1 but un-
fortunately, Mitchell House fought harder and 
drew 2-2. The girls finished first in their pool and 
faced MEPS in the semi-finals on Saturday, 24th 
August. The girls played well and walked away 
with a 1-0 win. This qualified them to play in 
the finals against Northern Academy. Northern 
Academy is well known for their excellent soccer 
background, as they have won the tournament 
before. The girls played excellently, using eve-
rything they had. Tiffany Chikwanda managed 
to score a goal just before half time but North-
ern  Academy soon managed to level the game 
with a penalty. Thereafter, the girls tried hard 
but couldn’t manage to bring home the gold. 
The SLC girls received silver medals and enjoyed 
every moment. Congratulations, girls!

SOC
CER

Stanford Lake College played tennis against 
Louis Trichardt High on Tuesday, 27th August. It 
was a great challenge for our students who are 
not used to playing in such extreme heat. They 
managed to overcome the physical elements 
and walked away victorious with a score of 28-
14 for the boys and 27-15 for the girls. Playing 
for the boys were Andreas Hacker, Stefan Hack-
er, Luke Schoeman and Thabe Tshesane. Girls’ 
players were Michaela Gosling, Naledi Lebati, 
Tanatswa Murasiranwa and Rachel Rix. 
On Wednesday, the same team played again. 
This time a friendly match against Merensky. 
The boys won 31–11 and the girls won 24–18.

TEN
NIS Stanford Lake College has been selected as the recipient of the 

Top Performing School in Limpopo Province Award 
of the 

South African Mathematics Olympiad

Congratulations to all the students who participated and a huge thank 
you to our dedicated maths teachers for supporting the pupils

Congratulations to Malaika 
Mohlaba who recently repre-
sented Stanford Lake College 
and Haenertsburg Rotary in 
the annual ROJAC competi-
tion. Malaika won the semi-

#4
finals which were organised by Haen-
ertsburg and Tzaneen Rotary and held at 
Merensky High School on 13 August. The 

competition included a prepared speech 
on Global Warming, an unprepared speech, 

some general knowledge questions on South 
Africa and a personal interview. Malaika was the 

worthy overall winner and went forward to the finals 
held at Curro Heuwelkruin on 24 August where she came 

fourth. ROJAC is a competition for Grade 11s to test their ability to make speeches and 
especially to consider their ambassadorial potential. Winners receive money to be put 
towards their tertiary education. Congratulations to Margaret Libetwa from Mitchell 
House who won the competition, Nichola Glazer from Merensky who came second and 
Gerhard Maré from PHS who came third. 

Riley Filen took place in the 
second Dustin Rudman Invi-
tational downhill mountain 
biking race held at Waterk-
loof Heights, Pretoria, last 
weekend. He got a 3rd place 
in the Youth Mens Enduro.

PHOTO DAY NOTICE
Please be advised that there will be a second round 
of photo day taking place on Wednesday, 18th Sep-
tember, after school, from 13:40. Full list of photos to 
be taken as follows:

Whole School
Honours Students

Maths Olympiad (JNR and SNR)
Afrikaans Olympiad (JNR and SNR)
Computer Programming Olympiad

Music Eisteddfod
Marimba Band

Choir
PEX Leadership (photo to be retaken)

Limpopo Representatives
Cricket – ALL TEAMS – IN KIT
Soccer – ALL TEAMS – IN KIT

Swimming (photo to be retaken)
Mountain Biking

Read with Me
Interact

Tennis – IN KIT - (photo to be retaken)


